ok A L
Sl A B T W
S R




COMM!

Ahmad Nazmi

CERCIAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN

ARABS AND SLAVS

(9"—11" centuries)

Wydawnictwo Dialog (c) Copyright wersja elektroniczna

Wydawnictwo Akademickie

DIALOG
Warszawa



Editor: JANUSZ DANECKI
Publication subsidized by KBN — State Committee for Scientific Research
© by Wydawnictwo Akademickie DIALOG, 1998

ISBN e-pub 978-83-8002-351-2
ISBN mobi 978-83-8002-355-0

Wydawnictwo Dialog (c) Copyright wersja elektroniczna



Contents

Book Info
Dedication

PREFACE
SURVEY OF SOURCES

Geographical sources
Travellers

History and chronicles
Other sources

CHAPTER ONE: THE WORLD OF COMMERCE
Islamic component in the realm of trade
Commercial world of the Mediterranean

Economic competition between the two powers — contradiction between two
policies

The Khazar-Arab flict . : : .
© Wrd%r\?vn(fg?wg Dlalog I&c&&&pyrl ht Wersaelektronlcz(

CHAPTER TWO: ARABI LEDGE OF THE SLAVS
SAQALIBA)

The term “Saqaliba” — its meaning and etymology

na
AS-

The question of the Saqaliba in Muslim Spain
Geographical location of the Saqgaliba (Saqlaba)
Peoples affiliated withor related to the Slavs
The Riis/ Ar-Riisiya

The Bulgar

CHAPTER THREE: THE MIDDLEMEN OF TRADE
1. Jewish merchants

The Jewish communities

Radanites

The Khazar merchants

2. The Riis merchants

3. The Bulgar merchants

Geographical location of the town of Bulgar

4. Muslim merchants



CHAPTER FOUR: COMMERCIAL EXCHANGE AND TRADING
COMMODITIES

1. Slave trade

System of slavery in the Muslim society

The origin of the slaves in the caliphate

Slave hunters

Mediators and brokers

Muslim slave markets

2. Fur trade

3. Other commodities

CHAPTER FIVE: TRADE ROUTES
Northern routes

Axial routes

Samkirs

Tmutarkan (Matarha )

Sarkel

CHAPTER SIX: THE MONETARY QUESTION

The monetary question in the caliphate _ _ _
Sourceswmlscg{ggdplalog (c) Copyright wersja elektroniczna

The monetary question in European region

CONCLUSION
ANNEXES

Revenues 9f he caliphate at the beginning of the ninth century AD according to the
list of Al-GahSiyar1

Dates of the principal authors and sources

Fig. no. 1: The seven climes according to Al-Birtin1 and Yaqt

Fig. no. 2: The seven climes according to Yaqut

Fig. no. 3: The Globe (Kiirat al-ard) according to Kitab Ihwan as-Safa wa-hullan
al-wafa’

Fig. no. 4: The seven climes according to Sams ad-Din ad-Dima3qi

Fig. no.5: The World Map according to Yagqiit

Map no. 1: Peoples of Eastern Europe

Map no. 2: Main commercial centres in Eastern Europe. 10th-11th centuries
Map no. 3: Trade routes between the caliphate and Eastern Europe

BIBLIOGRAPHY
FOOTNOTES



Dedicated to the memory
of Tadeusz Lewicki and Jozef Bielawski

Wydawnictwo Dialog (c) Copyright wersja elektroniczna



Preface

Many scholars who have a profound knowledge of Arabic and other
Oriental languages have written numerous works which touch directly
or indirectly on Muslim civilization, its history, culture and the
vicissitudes of the caliphate.

The scholars who have undertaken research into the history of the
caliphate have employed the Muslim historical literature of this age.
Some of them have taken an interest in the economic history of various
periods throughout the Middle Ages. The works of Muslim
geographical literature constitute a representative branch of Muslim
and Arabic Medieval literature and contain, additionally, many
accounts of Muslim activities in the field of trade.

The main aim of this study is to present through selected texts the
major Muslim works of geographical and historical literature which
deal with the matter of trade with northeastern Europe during the
period from the 9" to the 11" centuries. There is an abundance of texts
refernpvigatavihécsaciaband e¢on@uisy hifshduringithis| peniod b rgeneral
and the commercial life, types of merchandise and trade routes in
particular which have been studied and analyzed from the literary and
historical point of view.

This study not only presents texts and accounts mentioned in Muslim
sources but also sheds light on the history of trade between the
caliphate and these European regions. In order to make these sources
more informative, it was necessary to carry out a comparative study
between these sources so that a common reference point in the
geographical and historical data of this époque could be found.

Most of the works on the economic history of the caliphate have
dealt with the materials in a general manner or have been restricted to
a study of the regional economic history. The study of economics in
the Middle Ages in Islamic world and elsewhere has inevitably led to
the question of trade. In the matter of commerce and foreign trade,
much important research has focused on Muslim trade with the Far
East (India and China). As far as commercial exchanges between the
caliphate and the Occident are concerned, also many works have been



written. Generally, one might comment that some excellent studies
have been written using the data gleaned largely from selected Muslim
sources. The work of F. Heyd entitled Histoire du Levant au Moyen-
Age is considered as one of the first major books which studied the
commercial relations between the East and West. Undoubtedly, in
many chapters of this work, the author based his conclusions indirectly
on Muslim sources, but solely on those translations which were
available at the end of the 19th century. His work also covered a long
period extending from the 6th to the 14th centuries. Another work
contemporary to Heyd’s study was published by the German scholar
G. Jacob in the year 1887 under the title of Nordisch-baltischer Handel
der Araber. Although this work is devoted to Muslim trade with
Europe during the early Middle Ages, the author had the tendency to
place more importance on trade with the Germanic sphere. Jacob also
utilized to a broad extent the Muslim sources available at this time. In
Poland in 1909, A. Szelagowski published his work Drogi z Polski na
Wschod which studied the commercial routes linking Poland with the

Bast W?&%‘?c%gdﬂﬁ%SS(CSIE%E@‘H%%F&X Qféffé%r%hﬁ%l%%%ht of

Byzantine and Muslim sources available in most European languages
and with the aid of additional research. After the First World War,
A. Mez furnished valuable research under the title of Die Renaissance
des Islam (1922) by paying more attention to these Muslim sources. In
general, his work was written on the subject of Muslim civilization, but
he referred to the social and economic situation of the Caliphate and

pointed out the commercial field of interest.

An early study on such sources was presented by J. Lelewel,
entitled Géographie du Moyen Age (1852) which included Latin and
Arabic geography. After the Second World War, Polish scholars have
worked in the field of Muslim geographical literature. Since the time of
T. Kowalski, many of these sources have been researched through
translation and commentary. In 1946, the chapter on the Slavs in the
work of Al-Bakrl was translated and commented on by T. Kowalski in
a study under the title of Relacja Ibrahima Ibn Ja‘kitba z podrézy do
krajow stowianskich w przekazie al-Bekriego.In the year 1949,
T. Lewicki published his work entitled Swiat stowiarski w oczach



pisarzy arabskich. T. Lewicki, carrying out aseries of studies,
presented many of the selected texts from Muslim geographical works
which covered the field of Slavonic history in general. These
works, Zrédta arabskie do dziejow Stowianszczyzny were published
successively in three main volumes including Arabic texts with
translations into Polish and supplemented by comments of a scholarly
and comparative nature; the fourth volume contains an index which
covers all of this study. Many other essays and monographs were also
supplied by the author in the same field. Following the same trend,
M. Kowalska presented her work entitledSredniowieczna arabska
literatura podroznicza (1973) which generally came to be a study on
Muslim travel literature covering along period extending from the
8"century up to the 16" century. A part of Kowalska’s work sheds light
on the activities of travellers who visited the Slavonic countries or on
those whose works touched on this matter, such as Hariin Ibn Yahya,
Ibn Ya‘qub, Ibn Fadlan, and Abii Hamid al-Garnati. Other Polish
orientalists participated in these studies from different points of view,
such WA a\mﬁ ctWd rlgfalo\qgg)e]&oﬁ’%igﬁ’f \fi‘/‘é(;sj & efg{{ﬂ%tﬂ IC2Ha a,nd
M. Czapkiewicz in the field of numismatics and especially Muslim
coins discovered in Poland.

E. Ashtor in his work A Social and Economic History of the Near
East in the Middle Ages studied the economic structure of the ‘Abbasid
empire as a whole, including agriculture, industry and trade. He also
pays attention to the demographical growth, technological progress,
foreign trade, expansion of Muslim gold and monetary problems
during the Umayyad and ‘Abbasid periods. After a series of research
studies on the commerce of the Middle Ages, M. Lombard published
his work entitled L’islam dans sa premiere grandeur, translated into
English as The Golden Age of Islam. This work dealt in detail with
trade and commercial routes, monetary movement, the direction of
urban evolution, economic developments in Muslim regions,
production and trading commodities and with the commercial
interchange within and beyond the Muslim countries during the Middle
Ages.



Much other research in the field of the economic history of the
Muslim caliphate has been published within the last several years,
some of it is of use directly or indirectly to this study.

This work consists of five main chapters, a preface, an introductory
chapter and a conclusion. There is a bibliography of quoted sources as
well as a number of figures and maps serving to elucidate the text. An
annex containing Arabic texts with English translations is planned to
be published in a separate volume.

It was necessary to begin this work by collecting the data relating to
the subject. The research presented here is primarily based on Muslim
and Arabic sources written during the period of the 9", 10" and
11"centuries. Other sources which were compiled later have also been
used because of the original information contained in them or because
they can be used as a replacement for other missing works. Some of
the texts in the annex are directly connected with the matter of trade
relations with Europe; others may be considered as touching only
indirectly upon the subject but these have been selected because of
their \qyefall/ iiepestaieto d\(Fybatyyitianslation isledsorsiepplied in
addition to the original Arabic text.

It was also necessary to examine and investigate this data in
conventional terms. This has been done by means of a descriptive,
historical and comparative study of the sources. They have been
presented and arranged in chronological order in the chapter devoted to
the survey of sources. Analytic research on these sources can be found
in the other chapters of this work. For this study, the geographical
sources are of highest priority, therefore Ihave devoted special
attention to them; next come the travel books, and finally historical and

literary works.
% % K

The first chapter deals in general with the influence of Islam on the
economy of the caliphate and with the Islamic component in the realm
of commerce in particular. Here it became inevitable to discuss the
problem of trade in the Mediterranean world with the coming of Islam
in the light of the Pirenne theory. Finally, the economic competition
between the Byzantine Empire and the caliphates on the one hand and



the Khazarian-Arab conflict on the other are discussed the latter
conflict is considered because it can be placed within the framework of
trade controversy between these two main powers.

The second chapter contains a philological study of the main terms
and names, their meanings and etymology which are not yet agreed
upon. Additionally, the geographical point of view of the Muslims
towards the northeastern regions of Europe and the peoples inhabiting
these regions is furnished here.

The third chapter deals mainly with the middlemen of trade,
including the Jewish merchants and the role played by their
communities, the Radanites and the Khazar state. Riis, Bulgar and
Muslim merchants and their trade activities between Muslims and
northeast Europeans are also focused on in this chapter.

The fourth chapter is allocated to the commerce and the commodities
traded between the Muslim countries and Europe, including the slave
trade as the main transaction undertaken during this period. The origin
of slaves, the mediators and brokers of this trade and the slave markets
is takity datoninsidEnatiog. (€)thaypseagions, @isjthis | skidynitzyve been
earmarked to discuss the fur trade and other items of trade including
raw materials and manufactured goods.

The last chapter deals with two main points, the first being the main
trade routes linking the Muslim countries with eastern and central
Europe and other axial roads. It was also necessary to mention here
some main trade centers and enterpdts lying along these roads. The
second point is a discussion of the monetary question in the Muslim
lands and in Europe, which was also involved in this trade.

At the conclusion of this study, an outline is provided which
summarizes the entire work, although a brief conclusion has also been
included at the end of each chapter.

As mentioned, a few diagrams and maps have been attached to this
work; some of them have been taken from old Muslim geographical
sources, other, especially the maps, have been compiled with reference
to these sources. All figures and maps can be found at the end of this
study.



The book was conceived as a continuation of my studies begun by
a PhD. thesis prepared in the Oriental Institute of the University of
Warsaw under the supervision of Professor Janusz Danecki. The
original idea has been enlarged and many aspects of the discussed
problems are here presented in a new light. In a number of instances,
however, the difficulties of obtaining important publications pertaining
to my subject made it impossible to update some marginal questions.
I still do hope to have presented in my monograph a clear picture of the
commerce between the two important worlds.

Many persons have helped me in preparing this monograph. I owe
much to the experience and knowledge of Professor Janusz Danecki.
I am indebted to Ms. Amy Kahler and Ms. Teresa Opalinska for their
patience in correcting my English. Finally, I would like to express my
appreciation to Boguslaw R. Zagorski for his assistance in obtaining
anumber of important publications and introducing a uniform
transliteration of Arabic. Needless to say that I am, of course, solely
responsible for any shortcomings in this work.
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